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Period for Reply 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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2a)n This action Is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 
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1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. In claim 1 , line 2 of the claim, "and having both 
widthwise ends" is indefinite, as it is not clear what antecedent provides basis for having 
"both widthwise ends", nor is it clear which antecedent this is meant to be directed to. In 
line 6, "a cover closing the opening" is inconsistent with lines 4-5, as "at least one end 
formed with an opening" is meant to define at least one end with a respective opening, 
not the possibility of more than one end forming the same opening. The phrasing should 
be -a respective cover closing each respective opening- in line 6. In line 8, "the cover" 
should be -each respective cover- or -one said cover-. See also line 9. 

In claims 5-8, line 2 of each, there is no disclosure or insufficient provide such 
that the valve is "supplying dry gas", as there is no source of dry gas that is part of the 
claimed container. 

In claims 9-12, lines 1-2, "the dry gas" lacks any basis or description from parent 
claims 1-4, respectively. 

In claims 13-16, it is not clear from parent claims 5-8, respectively, that dry gas is 
a component of the container or merely a potential component. 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 



4. Claims 1-3, 5-7, 9-1 1 and 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Dinter et al. (5,542,534). Claims 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Clayton et al. (5,364,045). Claims 1-2 rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Terwilliger et al. (5,027,949). Claims 1-3 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hultgren et al. (3,208,585). 
Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Sandstrom 
(3,136,415). Each discloses a container for containing a long article (1; 140; magnetic 
tape; film or magnetic tape; various items, see column 1, lines 10-13; respectively) 
wound on a bobbin (2; 130; magnetic tape reel; described reel; 3) into a roll having 
ends, the bobbin having a through hole (inside 2; receiving 110; for engaging hub 36; 
for engaging 17 and 22; inside 9), the container comprising a container body (entire 
structure of Figure 1; 100; 10; 10; 1 or 2) having at least one end formed with an 
opening (closed by either element 5; closed by 152; closed by 16; closed by 12; closed 
by other of 1 and 2), a respective cover (one 5; 152; 16; 12; other of 1 and 2) closing 
each respective opening, a sealing member (4a, 14a, 14b or 15; sealing is averred to, 
see column 2, line 55 through column 3, line 36; 30; 20; 1c, 2c, see column 2, line 66 
through column 3, line 2) sealing a gap between the container body and a respective 
cover, a stem (6 or 1 1 ; 1 10; 36; at least one of 17 and 22; fixed to one of the container 
body and a respective cover mounting the bobbin thereon, a bobbin fixing unit (at least 
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one of element 6 and elements 11-13; interacting portions between 1 10 and 150; outer 
surface of 36; 34-50; and a holding unit (at least one of element 6 and elements 5 (the 
other than the cover 5) and 11-13; interacting portions between 110 and 150; 
conventional magnetic tape reel structure that prevents the tape from falling off the reel; 
68 and 68; conventional reel structure that prevents the tape or film from falling off the 
reel) for holding the article wound on the bobbin. 

As to claim 2, a male thread (receiving 13; 124; 34) is formed on the stem and a 
fastening member (13; 126; 46) are disclosed by Dinter et al. Terwilliger et al. and 
Hultgren et al.. 

As to claim 3, Dinter et al. and Hultgren et al. disclose a presser plate (the other 
5; 68 and 68) having a through hole (8; as shown). 

As to claims 5-7, 9-11 and 13-15, Dinter et al. disclose a valve (16) intended for, 
among other capabilities, supplying a dry inert gas into the container to increase the 
internal pressure (see column 5, lines 21-38). 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 4, 8, 12 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dinter et al. in view of METAL PLATE. Dinter et al. disclose providing 
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the container from other than plastic (see column 3, lines 48-61 ). Ram et al. Disclose 
providing a film canister from stainless steel. To modify the container of Dinter et al. 
employing impermeable stainless steel as taught by Ram et al. would have been 
obvious as an alternative material recognized in the field and an obvious alternative 
material to one of ordinary skill in the art in view of the alternative material suggestion of 
Dinter et al.. To provide the fastening member from a resin would have been an 
obvious alternative given the teachings of Dinter et al., which teaches employing resin 
to comprise at least most of the container. 

As to claims 8, 12 and 16, Dinter et al. disclose a valve (16) intended for, among 
other capabilities, supplying a dry inert gas into the container to increase the internal 
pressure (see column 5, lines 21-38). 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Shown are analogous containers for a roll. Hartsell et al. disclose 
a valve. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bryon P. Gehman whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4555. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Wednesday 
from 5:30am to 6:00pm. 
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if attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mickey Yu, can be reached on (571 ) 272-4562. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-83CX). 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status Information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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